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PRESS NOTE 
 

Leonardo and Boeing Deliver First Four MH-139A Helicopters to U.S. Air Force 

 

FAA certifies and USAF accepts the Grey Wolf, clearing way for military utility testing to begin 

 

MH-139A is based on Leonardo’s proven multi-mission AW139 

 

Leonardo produces the MH-139A at its FAA-certified Part 21 production line in Philadelphia, PA 

 

PHILADELPHIA, Aug. 25, 2022 — Leonardo and Boeing have delivered the first four MH-139A Grey Wolf 
test helicopters to the U.S. Air Force as the service looks to replace its aging fleet of UH-1N helicopters. The 
Grey Wolf is a multi-mission helicopter – based on Leonardo’s proven dual-use AW139 helicopter – designed 
to protect intercontinental ballistic missiles and transport U.S. government officials and security forces. 
Boeing was awarded a $2.4 billion contract in Sept. 2018 for up to 80 helicopters, training systems and 
associated support equipment.  
 
“We are thrilled that the first four MH-139As have been accepted by the U.S. Air Force” said Clyde Woltman, 
Chief Executive Officer, Leonardo Helicopters U.S. "This aircraft is well-positioned to become an important 
asset in the defense and security of the United States.  I especially want to thank the combined program 
teams at Leonardo and Boeing whose tireless work and ingenuity made this possible.” 
 

The delivery milestone comes on the heels of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) issuing the last 
supplemental type certificate necessary to complete U.S. Department of Defense Form 250 and formally 
commence aircraft acceptance. Boeing and the Air Force will now continue with additional developmental 
and initial operational testing to support the aircraft. 
 
“The Grey Wolf is a modern, versatile aircraft offering greater range, speed and endurance than the UH-1N 
Huey it replaces,” said Mark Cherry, vice president and general manager of Vertical Lift. “I am proud of our 
team who, along with our partner Leonardo, helped us to achieve this milestone – a tremendous first step in 
a long line of Grey Wolf deliveries.” 
 
Leonardo produces the helicopter at its FAA-certified Part 21 facility in northeast Philadelphia, while Boeing 
is responsible for military equipment procurement and installation, and post-delivery support of the aircraft.  

 

 

 
Leonardo, a global high-technology company, is among the top world players in Aerospace, Defense and Security and Italy’s main industrial company. Organized 
into five business divisions, Leonardo has a significant industrial presence in Italy, the United Kingdom, Poland and the USA, where it also operates through 
subsidiaries that include Leonardo DRS (defense electronics), and joint ventures and partnerships: ATR, MBDA, Telespazio, Thales Alenia Space and Avio. 
Leonardo competes in the most important international markets by leveraging its areas of technological and product leadership (Helicopters, Aircraft, 
Aerostructures, Electronics, Cyber & Security Solutions and Space). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2021 Leonardo recorded consolidated revenues 
of €14.1 billion and invested €1.8 billion in Research and Development. The company has been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010 
and has been confirmed among the global sustainability leaders in 2021. Leonardo is also included in the MIB ESG index. 
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